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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Examiner 


Group Art Unit 





—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
P riod for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE ""P" 1 MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 



Status 

CS^Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

□ TTiis action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



Dispositi n of Claims 

®^laim(s) 



/- y. /o-a; 



Of the above claim(s) 

□ Claim(s)_ 

a^f5laim(s) — 

□ Claim(s)_ 

□ Claim(s) 



■i 

— j 



t-t, to -n s a/ 

? 



Applicati n Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are pending in the application. 

is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 (aH<Q 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 (ajH4)- 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
^Certified copies not received: ■ . 



Attachments) 

SHrrformation Disclosure Statements), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). Q&> f9 

□ Notice of Reference® Cited, PTO-892 

□. Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

Offic Action Summary 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 11/00) 



Part of Paper No. 0 2/ 2 

*U.S. GPO: 2000-472-999/43204 



Serial No. 09/972,124 -2- 
Art Unit 1771 

1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1-8, 10-18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U\S.C. § 
103 (a) as being unpatentable over newly cited English translation 
of JP Publication 07-098279. The reference discloses, in certain 
embodiments (note particularly the Abstract, the brief 
description of the drawings and drawings 1A and IB on page 13, 
page 2, paragraph No. 4, page 3, paragraph No. 11, page 4, 
paragraph Nos . 17-19, paragraph 22 -paragraph No. 25, page 6, 
paragraph No. 30, page 12 , paragraph No. 55) a closely related 
embodiment wherein (paragraph No. 17) a transparent surface 
protection layer 4 (corresponding to applicants' transparent 
film) has coated thereon two successive resin layers, the first 
resin layer 3 corresponding to applicants 7 fluid transport 
substrate, while the second resin layer contains acid base 
indicators that appear to function as an ink and read upon 
applicants 7 "fluid transportable ink", while a suitable adhesive 
layer which can be either a heat adhesive or a pressure sensitive 
adhesive can be coated onto a base material sheet 1 rear face. 
Although applicants' claims do not read upon the presence of an 
additional layer (e.g. base material sheet 1 set forth in 
paragraph No. 17 of the translation) between the adhesive layer 
and the fluid transportable ink, it is believed that such a layer 
is well within the ordinary skill of the art and might well be 



Serial No. 09/972,124 -3- 
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desirable , e . g . to prevent ink bleeding from the laminated 
article. With respect to the dependent claims, these are 
believed to be, if not expressly or inherently disclosed, obvious 
parameters to one in the water contact indicator art ^ such as the 
presence of holes in claims 7 and 8, in the absence of unexpected 
results. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (703) 308-0031. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be 
reached on (703) 308-2414 . The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 3 08-0661. 



Dz irker : cdc DAMSEL ZIRKER 
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